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About Kamagasaki thank you letters and reflection essays 
 

Assignment:  
(1) Thank you letters: One thank you letter for each of the people/groups 
that helped you/us during the field work 
(2) Reflection essays: An essay about your impressions/feelings about the 
field work and about Kamagasaki. One is given to the Regeneration Forum 
and one to the Nojukusha Network Night Patrol.   
DUE in class on 20 JULY 

 
Thank you letters and Impressions/Reflection Essay  

* Thank you letters should be written to the individuals who you met and who 

helped you in Kamagasaki. Use the person’s name and include some of your 

thoughts, impressions, etc. from your time with that person.  

* Do not write the same letter and just change the name. Please write a letter 

that you would be happy to receive.  

* Write one letter for each person and indicate the name at the top  

* The letter can be typed, or hand written. Please make sure your English is as 

good as it can be. Students fluent in Japanese should write in Japanese.   

（日本人や日本語が英語lより上手な人は日本語で書いてください）。 

* Each letter should be about one page.  

* Each student will be responsible for writing thank you letters. It is hard to know 

in advance who the people will be but for example you might write to the people 

who guided you around Kamagasaki in the afternoon and/or those who shared 

their stories such as: 

・ Mr. Sen Arimura (overall arrangements, lecture, guide)  

・ Mr. Takahiro Hirakawa (works with Mr. Arimura, leads one group) 

・ Musubi: individual members or to the group as a whole  

・ Mr. Takeshi Ikuta and/or your guide/s for the night patrol group 

・ Ms. Kanayo Ueda and/or the people at Coco Room 

・ Mr. Munehiro Nishiguchi and/or the people at the collective house Hana 
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・ The children at Kodomo no Sato: individuals or group (Director: Ms. Kyoko 
Shoho) 

・ Others: ex: Mr. Yuji Hirakawa and other people who acted as guides or 
spoke to us of their experiences  

*You do not need to put them in envelopes or address them. I will mail the letters 

together in one package.  

@ @ @ @ @ @ @ @  

 

Thank you letter (sample)  

* Do not just copy this sample!!! Please be sure to write your own letter.  
Date  

Dear Mr. (Ms.) ----------:  

Greetings.  

(Self introduction) My name is --------------- and I am a student at the Kobe 

University Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies etc.  

(Situation) We met last weekend when…..  

(Expression of appreciation) Thank you so much for -----------------. I was 

especially impressed by ---------------.  

(Final greeting)  

Your wishes for their health, success of their work, etc.  

Sincerely,  

Your name  

 

Impressions/Reflection Essays  

Every year, after visiting Kamagasaki, students are asked to write an essay 

reflecting on their experience. The essays will be sent to Mr. Arimura and Mr. 

Ikuta.  

*You may write the same essay for both, or different essays. It is up to you. 

*There are two purposes to writing the essay. 1. To give feedback to the people 

who helped us during our visit; 2. To help you to reflect on, and learn from, the 

experience  
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These essays are not academic papers. You should write freely about your 

feelings, thoughts, impressions, questions, etc. They should be about what you 

saw, how it made you feel, what it made you think about, what questions it left 

you with, etc. Refer to the questions at the end of the handout ‘About the 

Kamagasaki Fieldwork: a brief overview’ for some hints about what to write. 

Length: The essays should be 1 – 2 pages. They can be short, but please make 

them thoughtful.  

The essay differs from the thank you letters in that: 1. It is not directed to a 

specific person, but more generally talks about the experience; 2. While it might 

mention certain activities, it is not limited to one in particular; 3. It can also 

include other information such as the situation in your country, etc.  

Please be sure to write in good, clear English (those who are fluent in Japanese 

should write in Japanese；日本人は日本語で) with no spelling or other mistakes. 

Remember that the people reading them may have little experience with English 

and mistakes you make will make reading that much more difficult for them. 

* The essays will go to Arimura-san (Regeneration Forum) and Ikuta-san 
(Night Patrol). You may write separate essays for each, or one for both. If 
you write only one, please make sure the content is appropriate for the 
recipient. 
Sample reflection essay (Do not copy!!!)  

1. I am …. The fieldwork in Kamagasaki left a deep impression on me 

because….. I grew up in ….. and came to Japan ….. Until now, I did not think 

that Japan had poor people but ….. In my country, rough sleepers are …. but 

here I saw ….. etc. It made me sad/angry/confused/etc….. to see …. I was 

left with questions like, “Why ……” etc. I think that ….. Thank you for this 

opportunity to ….  

2. My name is Popoki and I am a large, male cat. Up until now I thought that 

Japanese urban areas were very hard for cats to live in, but I did not realize 

how hard it could be. There is not very much green in Kamagasaki, and there 

are so many dogs. The dogs frightened me, even though none of them tried 

to bite me. At the same time, I was really impressed at how good those Kama 
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cats are at getting food! I am sure I can learn a lot from them. I also liked the 

way the men take such good care of their pets. I had always thought that 

humans took care of each other, but I guess they do not always do that. 

Thank you for this opportunity to think more deeply about human/cat 

relations. I hope that your activities are successful and that someday 

everyone in Kamagasaki who wants one will have a home and a job. 


